P.G. #84-17 1877
Sharpersville School

15508 Berry Road, Accokeek, Md.

Priv/Occ/Res/Good

The Sharpersville school is a one-story one-room
frame structure with gable roof; entrance is into the
second bay of the two-bay west gable end. An interior
brick chimney rises at the ridge of the (rear) east
gable end. Attached to the south of the schoolhouse is
a low lean-to addition.

The Sharpersville school is one of only two known
Black schoolhouses in Prince George's County surviving
from the period immediately following the Civil War.

In 1877, Augustus Lancaster, a freedman and farmworker,
purchased 13 acres of farmland, and within a month
offered one acre to the School Commissioners; a small
one-room school was built and in operation by the end

of the year. Lancaster and two other men served as
trustees of this new '"Colored'" School #1 for the Piscata-
way Election District. Although the schoolhouse was very

small, it at times served seven grade levels of students
all in one room; it continued to operate until ca. 1940.
After it closed, the school and one-acre lot were sold

to Dominic Lancaster, one of the younger sons of Augustus
Lancaster; it is presently the home of his son. It is
significant because it is one of only two (known) sur-
viving Black schoolhouses in Prince George's County from
the nineteenth century.
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1. Name

(indicate preferred name)

historic

Sharpersville School

and/or common

2. Location

street & number

15508 Berry Road

___ not for publication

city, town Accokeek ___ vicinity of congressional district 4
state Md. county P. G.
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
____ district ____public .S occupied ____ agricuiture _____ museum
X _ building(s) _X_private ___unoccupied . commercial — park
___ structure ____both ____work in progress ____ educational _X private residence
____site Public Acquisition Accessible ___ entertainment ___ religious
____object ____in process ____yes: restricted - ‘government ____ scientific
____ being considered ____yes: unrestricted industrial ___transportation
T‘Ot applicable X no ___ military ___other:

4. Owner of Property (sive naues and

mailing addresses of all owners)

Ralph Lancaster

name

street & number

15508 Berry Road

telephone no.:

city, town Accokeek state and zip code Md. 20607

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds,etc. P. G. Co. Courthouse 1iber 2044
street & number ~Main Street folio 374
city, town  UPPET Marlboro state Md.

6. Representation in Existing mistorical Surveys

ue P- G. Co.

Inventory of Historic Sites

date 1974

_____federal

X

___ state 2 county ____local

depository for survey records

) 1
History Division,

MNCPPC

city, town Riverdale

state Md .

20737




7. Description Survey No.P.G. 84-17

Condition Check one Check one

___ excellent ___deteriorated ___ unaltered X original site

_X good ___ruins X _ altered — moved date of move
___falr ___ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Sharpersville schoolhouse is a one-story one-
room frame structure with gabled roof. Entrance is into
the second bay of the two-bay west gable end. An
interior brick chimney rises at the ridge of the (rear)
east gable end. Attached to the south of the school-
house is a low lean-to addition, which covers the two
bays of the building's south facade. There is a second

entrance into the west end of this addition.




8. Significance Survey No.P.G. 84-17

Period Areas of Significance—Ch:ck and justify below
—prehistoric __ archeoiogy-prehistoric ___ community pianning ian‘dscape architecture_____ religion
—1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic — conservation — law —_science
—1500-1599 ____ agriculture . economics —literature — scuipture
__1600-1699 __ architecture _XXeducation — miiitary —_ social/
—_1700-1799 ___ art ___ engineering — music humanitarian
X _1800-1899 __ commerce ___exploration/settiement ____ phiiosophy —_theater
1900~ ____communications — industry —_ politics/government ___ transportation
___ invention X _ other (specity)
Black History
Specific dates 1877 Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _ B _C _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A _ B _C _D _E _F _ G
Level of Significance: _ rational __ state __ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and

support.
The Sharpersville school is one of the only two surviving

one-room Black schools in Prince George's County from the
period immediately following Emancipation. In 1877, Augustus
Lancaster, a freedman and farmworker, purchased 13 acres of
farmland from William H. Gwynn, a prominent landowner of the
Piscataway area. Lancaster himself was illiterate, but
several of his children attended the Freedman's Bureau School
which operated in the late 1860's. Within a month of his
purchase, Lancaster offered one acre of his farm to the

Board of School Commissioners; it was surveyed, and the deed
was recorded in September of 1877.  The school was in operation
by the end of that year, although it is possible that it was
operating even before the lot was conveyed to the Board of
School Commissioners. -Augustus Lancaster served with two
other men as trustees of the school.

The Sharpersville school was known as "Colored" school
#1 for Election District #5, and until ca.1900, it and
school #2 (Chapel Hill) were the only schools for Black
children in the Piscataway District. It was a small school
house, which at times served seven grade levels of students
all in one room. By 1924, the little schoolhouse was
greatly overcrowded, and the Board considered using the
White school at Sharpersville as a "colored" school as well,
but that proposal was eventually rejected.

Despite its small size, Sharpersville school apparently
continued to operate until ca. 1940. After it closed, the
schoolhouse and its one-acre lot were sold to Dominic
Lancaster, one of the younger sons of Augustus Lancaster.

A small shed-roof addition was built onto the schoolhouse,
and since 1945, this enlarged schoolhouse has been the
residence of descendants of Augustus Lancaster, first of his
son Dominic, and (to the present) of Dominic's son, Ralph
Lancaster.

!
It is significant because it is one of only two (known)
Black schoolhouses surviving from the nineteenth century.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
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O Scientific

OWNER'S NAME:

Dominie Lancaster
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Berry Road

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE:
__Accokeek Maryland
{5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIFTION 5 e 2
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: . A
Prince George's County Courthouse
STREET ANO NUMBER:
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Upper Marlboro Maryland
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[7. DESCRIPTION

CONDITION

7] Excellent [] Good K Fair
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[} Deterioroted

[} Ruins [ ‘Unexpcsed

(Check One)
R Altered 3 Uncltered

[ Moved
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E Original Site

is an

side is a lean-to addition.

The building is a one story, frame structure with

internal chimney.

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 2 4D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

a two-bay, gabled main (west) facadé. Along the south

On the rear (east) facade
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P. G. #84-17

Sharpersville School
Prince George's County, Md.
Susan G. Pearl

May 1983

West Elevation

Neg: Md. Hist, Trust, Annapolis, Md.
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